Recommendations
The Town of Frederick has successfully addressed
many of the goals identified in the 2010 POST
Master Plan. Therefore, one of the major goals for
the 2020 POST Master Plan Update is to identify
recommendations for improving the POST System
over the next 10 to 15 years. The following
recommendations for parks (both existing and
new), open space, and trails have evolved out of an
extensive public outreach process, work sessions
with POST Commission, and input from Town Staff.

Improvements to Existing Parks
As noted in earlier chapters, the Town’s existing park system is meeting the
resident’s needs for recreation amenities within walking distance of their homes
and for community and regional parks. As with any public park system, regular
maintenance, capital improvements, and enhancements to improve the quality
of the Town’s Existing Parks (EP) is an on-going need.

STATUS OF THE 2010
POST MASTER PLAN
RECOMMENDATIONS
The 2010 POST Master Plan included
recommendations for improving existing
parks throughout Frederick. The following
is an overview of the status of the 2010
recommendations. The Baseline Amenities
table (Appendix E) provides a detailed
summary of the existing parks where 2010
recommendations still need to be addressed.
EP.1. Access to Amenities (2010). Construct
concrete sidewalks to provide
accessible routes to amenities in grass
(e.g. at Firefighters’ Park, James M. Crist
Park, etc.)
a. (2020) The Town has made progress
throughout the system in addressing
this recommendation. As part of
its on-going capital improvement
program, improving the accessibility
in the Town’s park should continue.
EP.2. Accessible Play Areas (2010).
Review all play equipment basins
(play bays) to determine the best
approach for providing accessibility
to the play structures and groundbased play panels. Most of the play
bays in Frederick utilize Engineered
Wood Fiber (EWF) for their safety
surfacing. Because EWF is considered
an accessible surface, it may only be
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necessary to add a concrete ramp to
the play bay that is outside of the fall
zone for the play equipment in order
to provide an accessible route from the
sidewalk down to the safety surface.
Where pea gravel is used, a concrete
slab with rubberized safety surfacing
could be added. Where such an access
already exists (Fox Run Park and Eagle
Valley Parks), it would only be necessary
to repair or replace missing or curled
safety tiles.
a. (2020) Over the last 10-years, the Town
has systematically replaced the loose
fill play bay resilient surfacing with fully
accessible poured-in-place resilient
surfacing. To date, this conversion has
occurred in approximately half of the
Town’s existing parks. This program
should continue over the next phase
of capital improvements and as
outdated play equipment is replaced.
b. (2020) As existing play bays are
renovated over the next ten years, the
Town should work toward the goal of
creating universally accessible play
environments outlined in EP 13.

EP.3. Support Features (2010). Add
benches, picnic tables, trash
receptacles and dog water stations
where appropriate.
a. (2020) Most parks in the system
now include picnic tables, trash
receptacles, and benches. While
more progress is needed in this area,
the majority existing parks have
these amenities.
b. (2020) The Town should investigate
the feasibility of implementing a
single-stream recycling program in
parks considering costs for additional
recycling receptacles and the
capabilities of the Parks maintenance
staff.
EP.4. Bike Racks (2010). Add bike racks
to all parks to encourage visitors to
use bikes instead of cars to access the
facility. The bike racks could also be
used by students who use the parks as
bus stops.
a. (2020) While progress has been
made in adding bike racks to existing
parks, only half of the Neighborhood
Parks and one of the nine Mini
Parks have bike racks. More work
is needed to complete this 2010
recommendation.

EP.5. Picnic Shelters (2010). Adding a picnic
shelter large enough for two picnic
tables to Coalridge Park and small shade
shelters (large enough for one picnic
table) to Moore Farm Park and Ironworks
Park / Maplewood Filing 5 Park.
a. (2020) Progress has been made on this
recommendation as most parks in the
system now have picnic shelters. While
Centennial Park has shade structures,
it lacks a true picnic shelter. Given that
Centennial Park is one of the Town’s
primary event facilities, constructing
a group picnic shelter should be
considered.
b. (2020) There are several parks that
are either owned by the HOA or
maintained by the HOA that lack
a picnic shelter. For example, the
picnic shelter that was removed from
Countryside Park and there are no
picnic shelters in Moore Farm Park
or Ironworks/Maplewood Park. The
Town should work with the HOAs to
encourage replacing or constructing
small picnic shelters and assist in that
process where appropriate.
EP.6. Court Facilities (2010). The CDOT
Parcel west of I-25 represents an
opportunity for the Town to address a
shortfall in court facilities that serve the
neighborhoods west of the interstate by
constructing tennis or basketball courts.
a. (2020) The need for future court
facilities in Frederick can be addressed
when a new community park(s) is
constructed west of I-25. Individual
pickleball, basketball, or volleyball
courts should be encouraged
as alternate amenities in new
neighborhood parks.
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EP.7. Community Park Recommendations
(2010). All the Community Park
recommendations from the 2010 POST
Master Plan were adopted in the Land
Use Code (LUC) and at this time, no
changes to the LUC are proposed for
future Community Parks. The following
recommendations from the 2010 plan
carry forward to this POST Plan Update.

on providing facilities for organized
team sports (e.g., baseball, softball,
soccer, football, lacrosse, etc.) with
lighted facilities and the associated
off-street parking (see Table 6).
c. (2020) Once the land for a
Community Park is purchased, the
Town should complete a master
plan for the park site. The park
should be programmed so it meets
the Town’s current and foreseeable
needs for competitive sports and
major recreation facilities (recreation
centers, destination playgrounds,
group picnic facilities, skate parks,
outdoor pools, large splash play
facilities, dog parks, etc.)

a. (2020) Community Parks will be
developed and maintained by the
Town, serve residents within a three
(3) mile radius, and should be a
minimum of 20-acres in size. Please
note that 20 acres is typically not an
efficient size for a Community Park.
For parks including competitive
sports facilities, 30 to 40 acres
minimum is more typical.

d. (2020) The 2010 POST Master
Plan set the Level of Service
(LOS) for Community Parks at 4.0
acres per 1,000 residents. With a
projected 2020 population of 15,800
and approximately 59 acres of

b. (2020) Community parks should
be constructed and accessed from
adjacent arterials road(s) and focus

Table 6: Community Park Design Standards
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Amenity

Minimum Quantity

Recommended Standards

Facility Design

N/A

All the recreation facilities included in a Community Park
are to be designed per accepted standards for the type
of facility or use (baseball, softball, football, etc.) or the
standards of the sanctioning body (e.g. Little League).

Internal Trail System

N/A

An internal concrete trail system (8’ minimum width / 10’
preferred) should be provided at the edges of the park
and connect to each of the major facilities. Soft surface
trails are appropriate for naturalized areas.

Off-Street Parking

As Required

Off-street parking should be sized to accommodate
the proposed uses and level of activity. Parking should
be accessed from a highway or an arterial roadway and
should include handicap spaces as required. Trafﬁc studies
may be needed to determine parking demand and access
road design.

Restrooms

As Required

Permanent, fully plumbed restroom facilities should be
provided in Community Parks and sized to accommodate
the anticipated level of use.
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Community Park facilities (Centennial
Park and 18 acres of Community
Park uses in the Frederick Recreation
Area) Frederick’s current needs
are being met with an LOS of 3.75
acres/1000. Using the 4.0 acres/1000
ratio and a buildout population of
65,000, Frederick would ultimately
need 260 acres of Community Park
land. To give this figure a sense
of scale, this is the equivalent of
building five new parks the size of
Centennial Park. Or to use another
benchmark, Longmont has 253
acres of Community Park land for its
population of 99,000.
The National Park and Recreation
Association (NRPA) and several
Colorado communities have moved
away from using level of service
ratios as the only metric to determine
park needs. Identifying the final
demand for Community Parks in
Frederick should ultimately be
based on the recreation needs of
the community as it grows and peer
benchmarking data as suggested
by the NRPA. In addition, because
Community Parks are facilities
that are primarily designed and
programmed for competitive sports,
it will be necessary to plan future
Community Parks in collaboration
with the CVPRD.

Based on the above, it’s clear that
using a LOS of 3.0 acres per 1000 as
a long-range planning tool should
be more than adequate to meet
Frederick’s Community Park needs
for the foreseeable future. What
is also clear is that the Town will
need to make purchasing land for
at least one new Community Park
west of I-25 a priority before land
values increase due to development
pressure.
e. (2020) The Town's Park Improvement
Fee should be reviewed on an ongoing basis so new development
pays its fair share of constructing
new parks. The Park Improvement
Fee will need to cover the cost of
land, water, and construction for new
Community Parks built by the Town.
Based on recent construction costs
for community parks in other Front
Range cities, the cost per acre for a
Community Park in the 40 to 80 acre
range is approximately $300,000 per
acre (in 2020 dollars) plus the cost
of land, water, design fees, and if
needed, extending utilities. If growth
continues at the current level, the
current Park Improvement Fee of
$2,400 per dwelling unit should cover
most of the cost for new Community
Parks Frederick will need in the
future.
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ADDITIONAL EXISTING PARKS
RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings of the public
outreach process and input from the POST
Commission and Town Staff the following
recommendations are proposed to improve
the Town’s existing park system.
EP.8. Park Access. As described in an earlier
chapter, the Neighborhood-Serving
Park Access Analysis (Map 3) shows
how the Town’s park system provides
parks within a defined walking distance
of each neighborhood. This map shows
that the Town-owned and HOA-owned
parks give most residents access to
parks within a short walk from their
homes. Where there are converge gaps,
the Town should look for creative ways
to provide all residents with access to
recreation opportunities. In most cases,
constructing new parks is not needed if
pedestrian connectivity is improved and
connectivity is carefully planned where
new parks are constructed adjacent to
the Town’s existing neighborhoods. If
access cannot be improved, the Town
could consider building small parks to
address the larger coverage gaps.
EP.9. Pocket Parks/Mini Parks. The 2010
POST Master Plan included standards
for Pocket Parks and Plazas with the
intent that these small parks or plazas
would be well suited for medium and
high density residential or commercial
uses. The current LUC reflects that
terminology and intent. As this POST
Plan Update evolved, it became
clear that the POST Commission
and Town Staff felt that constructing
small parks (pocket or mini parks) was
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not an efficient use of resources and
resulted in high on-going maintenance
costs. Therefore, the following is
recommended:
a. Pocket Parks should only be allowed
in R-3, C-N, C-H52 and C-E uses.
All other residential uses should be
served by Neighborhood Parks.
b. This may require that smaller
residential developments will
need to pay a cash-in-lieu fee for
its Neighborhood Park, or where
feasible, a park would be planned
at the edge of the development
and a portion of the land for the
park dedicated (e.g. 2.0 of the 4 to 5
required acres). The Neighborhood
Park would then be completed once
the adjacent property is developed
and the full 4 to 5 acres could be
designed and constructed.
c. The language for Plazas in the LUC
should remain unchanged.
EP.10. Art and Identity. A consistent theme
heard during the POST Planning
process was that, while the parks in
Frederick met the resident’s needs,

most offered the same amenities
and design details. The idea of using
art to give each park in Frederick a
distinctive identity was well received by
the POST Commission. In response to
this suggestion, the Arts Commission
agreed that an on-going program to
locate art in Frederick’s parks could
be established as long as a location
for an art piece is identified in every
existing and proposed park and a 4’ x 4’
concrete base installed.
a. There is also an opportunity to install
sculptural play pieces as dated
play equipment is replaced. These
pieces can be custom play elements
installed with the cooperation of
the Arts Commission (as long CPSC
playground safety guidelines are
followed) or sculptural off-the-shelf
play equipment pieces. See Planning
for New Parks on page 66 for
additional information on playground
diversity recommendations.
EP.11. Baseline Amenities (Appendix E).
Drawing from the park standards set in
the Land Use Code (LUC), the Baseline
Amenities table provides a detailed
summary of the standard park elements

that every Frederick park should include
and where these basic amenities should
be added to existing parks. A summary
of the Baseline Amenities assessment
can be found in Table 7.
EP.12. Diversity Amenities for Existing
Parks (Appendix E) If all or most of
the Baseline Amenities are satisfied,
an existing Frederick park may be
considered for Diversity Amenities.
Diversity Amenities are park elements
that go above and beyond the Baseline
Amenities to provide uniqueness
and variety to the park experience.
This POST Master Plan includes
recommendations for Diversity
Amenities based on Town needs and
the comments received from residents
who said that, while the Town’s parks
are meeting the basic need for park
facilities, they lack diversity and features
that make each park unique. The Town
may add to the Diversity Amenity
list in response to suggestions from
the community or new trends in park
design.
EP.13. Playground Diversity/Accessibility
Recommendations. Frederick has
done an excellent job providing basic
play amenities for residents. However,
there were frequent comments
from the public during the outreach
process expressing a desire to take
playground design to the next level by
diversifying the play types and making
all playgrounds accessible for everyone.
All playground improvements and
new playground installations should
consider this community goal during
the design phase.
a. Universal Design. Universal design
is an approach for creating built
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environments that exceed ADA
standards and are accessible to all
people, including older adults and
people with (and without) disabilities.
Playgrounds and recreation systems
based on universal design encourage
access, independence, safety, and
comfort for all persons. Universal
design is listed as one of the Town’s
goals for its POST system (see
Chapter 4) and a design principle
that should integrated into its park,
open space, and trail system to meet
the needs of people of all abilities.
To go above and beyond ADA
standards, Frederick should provide
and encourage play equipment in
each playground that can be used
by all abilities. Some examples of
ADA accessible play equipment
are nest swings, zip lines with ADA
seats, structures where raised decks
are accessible via ramps and/or
wheelchair transfer platforms, and
ground-level interactive events that
stimulate the senses. All playgrounds
in Frederick (and the park as a
whole) should include accessible
routes to the play structure and each
park amenity. Universal Design is
more than providing access for the
full range of mobility options -- it
targets the senses. Features in each
park should also be focused on
sensory stimulation and interaction
opportunities that address the visual,
kinesthetic, or auditory.

in the Town, while also providing
historic context for Frederick’s youth
and adults. Frederick's public spaces
and events often reflect the mining
history of the Town, but other themes
such as the history and culture
of the area's indigenous peoples
should also be considered. Frederick
could connect with local Tribal
representatives about incorporating
this piece of Colorado’s history into
its parks and playgrounds, perhaps
in conjunction with the Art in Public
Places program.
c. Integration of Nature. Integrating
the natural environment should also
be a consideration for improving
the design of new and existing
playgrounds. Nature play has
numerous cognitive benefits for
children. Low-cost improvements
such as a loose materials play area
or an nature trail with interpretive
educational signage could improve
the park experience for residents.
More significant implementation of
nature play might be a new nature
themed playground, or nature
play equipment elements (i.e. log
steppers, balance beams, and
climbers) along trail corridors.

EP.14. Big Moves for the Frederick Parks
System. Map 5 shows a prioritized list
of major improvements for the parks
system in Frederick.
Top Priorities
a. Enhance water quality and provide
water-based recreation activities in
Milavec Lake at FRA
b. Add winter activities to the existing
park system (sledding, ice skating,
etc).
c. Replace or enhance outdated
play equipment (see the Baseline
Amenities Assessment in Table 7 and
Appendix E for more information)

d. Build a destination playground at
FRA or Centennial Park
Secondary Priorities
e. Expand the existing dog park at FRA
or construct a new dog park with
more acreage and amenities
f. Improve access to Bulrush park by
removing the existing gate while
maintaining gated access to adjacent
oil well property
g. Secure land and begin the process of
developing a Community Park west
of I-25

b. Art Incorporation. Another
consideration for play area design is
incorporating artistic, cultural, and
historical features. These elements
can help define a park’s identity and
make it distinct from other parks
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Table 7: Baseline Amenities Recommendations
Park Name

Recommended Baseline Amenities

Table 7: Baseline Amenities Recommendations (Continued)
Park Name

Recommended Baseline Amenities

Mini Parks

Regional Park
Consider providing accessible crusher ﬁnes path to horseshoe pits. Consider adding one bicycle
rack to meet LUC requirements. FRA should be considered for additional Diversity Amenities.

Carriage Hills Park

Consider adding dog waste stations and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. Evaluate
existing shade around the playground area and consider adding a new picnic shelter or additional
shade trees. Work with HOA to determine if adding Diversity Amenities is appropriate.

Add vendor power for festivals and events. Consider permanent year-round shade structure
or group picnic shelter to supplement or replace the existing fabric shade sails. The Town has
designated funds to replace the playground surfacing and equipment. Consider completing loop
path around soccer ﬁelds.

Conﬂuence / Creekway
Park

Construct ADA sidewalks to shelters. Add play elements with PIP surfacing. Opportunity for unique
nature-themed playground along creek. Add benches, bicycle racks, picnic tables, and trash
receptacles to meet LUC standards.

Fireﬁghters' Park

Construct ADA sidewalk(s) to shelter. Add bicycle racks to meet LUC standards. Fireﬁghters’ Park
should be considered for additional Diversity Amenities.

Coalridge Park

Enhance park with additional features and incorporate new types of play. Add bicycle racks, dog
waste stations, and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards.

Frederick Entryway

Town should deﬁne how this space should serve the community in the future. Opportunities for
public art and play elements. Consider installing bicycle racks and repair station to serve the
Legacy Trail and the future Hwy 52 trail corridor.

Countryside Park &
Playground

Add a concrete loop trail around large green space. Add picnic shelter, dog waste stations, bicycle
racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. Consider coordinating with neighborhood
HOA to replace playground equipment and shelter near playground area.

Ironworks Park /
Maplewood Park

Eagle Valley Park

Consider replacing outdated playground equipment, adding diversity features, or updating
playground entirely. Add dog waste stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC
standards.

Town should coordinate with Carbon Valley Parks and Recreation District about park improvements
and responsibility. Consider replacing mulch play surfacing with poured-in-place. Consider
removing fencing around playground and add sidewalks to improve accessibility. Consider adding
benches, a picnic shelter, dog waste stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC
standards.

No Name Creek Park

Add bicycle racks and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. No Name Creek Park should be
considered for additional Diversity Amenities.

Fox Run Park

Add dog waste stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. Fox Run Park
should be considered for additional Diversity Amenities.

Rinn Valley Ranch Park

Replace wood chip playground surfacing with poured-in-place and improve play bay drainage.
Evaluate accessibility of crushed stone surfacing trail on the west side of the park – refurbish or
replace if necessary. Add dog waste station, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC
standards.

Savannah Park

Replace outdated playground equipment and surfacing. Consider closing the trail loop by adding
a sidewalk on the south side of the park. Add dog waste station, bicycle rack, and trash receptacles
to meet LUC standards.

Summit View Estates Park

Town has dedicated funds for playground improvements in 2021. Replace mulch play surfacing
with poured-in-place. Encourage diverse types of play and accessibility. Construct ADA sidewalk
to basketball court. Add benches, picnic tables, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC
standards.

Frederick Recreation Area
Community Park

Centennial Park

Neighborhood Parks

James M Crist Park

Add ADA sidewalk to restroom from playground area. Create a loop trail around the park by
constructing a sidewalk from the south side of the restroom building to Fifth Street. Add dog waste
stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. Replace the small metal shade
shelter and add an accessible route. Consider replacing concrete picnic tables and grill serving this
shelter. If the bocce ball courts are retained, revise curb system so they are accessible and provide
an accessible route. Create accessible path to the existing sculptural benches if possible or relocate
benches along the loop trail.

No Name Creek West Park

Replace wood chip playground surfacing with poured-in-place. Construct ADA sidewalks to
shelter and basketball court. Add dog waste stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles per LUC
standards.

Rinn Valley Ranch Park

Replace wood chip playground surfacing with poured-in-place and improve play bay drainage.
Evaluate accessibility of crushed stone surfacing trail on the west side of the park – refurbish or
replace if necessary. Add dog waste station, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC
standards.

Savannah Park

Replace outdated playground equipment and surfacing. Consider closing the trail loop by adding
a sidewalk on the south side of the park. Add dog waste station, bicycle rack, and trash receptacles
to meet LUC standards.

The Farm Park

Add dog waste stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. The Farm
should be considered for additional Diversity Amenities.
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Special Use
Bella Rosa Golf Course

The Bella Rosa Golf Course was not reviewed as part of the Master Plan based the assumption that
the management group for the facility will prioritize and implement enhancements per the adopted
management plan.

Bulrush Wetland Park

Add dog waste stations, bicycle racks, and trash receptacles to meet LUC standards. Continue
to perform maintenance and upgrades to shelter and crusher ﬁnes trail loop. Replace fading /
damaged interpretive signage. Remove gated access to park while still limiting access to oil wells.

See Baseline Amenities Assessment in Appendix E for a full evaluation of where existing parks stand for
meeting the Baseline Amenities listed in the LUC. Recommendations for addressing them are summarized
below. Parks highlighted in yellow have most of their Baseline Amenities satisfied and should be considered for
additional Diversity Amenities, see Appendix E.
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Planning for New Parks
Giving the development community clear guidance on the Town’s expectations for
new parks is essential to enhancing quality of life for new neighbors and existing
residents. The 2010 POST Master Plan has served the Town well over its life, but as new
neighborhoods were constructed over the last ten years, it became clear that more
direction was needed if New Neighborhood Parks (NP) are to meet the needs and
expectations of Frederick's residents.
Most of the requirements for Neighborhood Park planning and construction in the LUC
can stand with only minor revisions. The following changes are recommended based on
input received during this POST Plan’s evolution and to foster the development of more
diverse and distinctive parks. The goal is to create dynamic parks by incorporating
historic and cultural references, public art, innovative play elements, low water use
landscapes with shade and varied plant palettes, and amenities and furnishings to
support social gatherings and user comfort.

Table 8: Diversity Amenity Examples
Example 1
Diversity Amenity

Description

Points

Additional Tree Planting

Increase the quantity of trees by at least 25% above the minimum
standard set in the LUC

1

Exercise Equipment
Stations

Placed in an accessible pod or stations along park trails where
appropriate. Each station must have equipment that exercises a different
part of the body. Five stations minimum for a 5-acre site. Equipment from
Town approved manufacturers

2

Kids Trike Track

Concrete surface 250 LF x 5’ wide min

1

Music Play

Minimum of two music play events on poured-in-place surfacing located
in or near a play bay.

1

1,200 SF minimum playground with poured-in-place safety surfacing and
equipment for the 2-5 age group.

5

Tier 1 (2 Points Minimum)

Tier 2 (5 Points Minimum)

NP.1. Baseline Amenities. The LUC
establishes the standards for the
Baseline Amenities for new Pocket or
Neighborhood parks. These Baseline
Amenities represent the standard
elements that every new park in
Frederick should include.
NP.2. Diversity Amenities for New Parks
(Appendix E). Diversity Amenities
are required to provide uniqueness
and variety to the park experience for
neighborhood’s residents. This plan
outlines potential options for Diversity
Amenities based on Town needs
and public input. Once the Baseline
Amenities are satisfied, the developer
and park designer are required to select
Diversity Amenities from a two-tiered
list. The first tier includes a list of lower
cost amenities, and the second tier
includes a list of higher cost amenities.
Points are assigned based on the
relative value of each amenity.
Table 8 shows two examples of how
combinations of Diversity Amenities
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could be configured to achieve the
target total of ten points. The Town may
consider alternate Diversity Amenities
suggested by the applicant on a parkby-park basis if the relative costs are
equal to the required total of 10 points
(approximately $100,000). Developers
should be required to choose amenities
from the Diversity Amenity tables in
Figures 9 and 10 (or alternative options,
as approved by the Town) at a minimum
of two points from Tier 1 and five points
from Tier 2, totaling ten points for a
single project.
Universal Design will be a consideration
when the Town is reviewing design plans
for new Neighborhood Parks. Because
Universal Design should be integrated
throughout the park, it is not possible
establish diversity points in advance.
Each park will be reviewed on a caseby-case basis and points awarded at
the Town's discretion for designs that
exceed ADA standards and which are
accessible to people of all ages and
abilities.

Play Bay for Ages 2-5
TOTAL

10 Points

Example 2
Diversity Amenity

Description

Points

Pollinator Garden

1,000 SF min with irrigated ﬂowering shrubs and perennials

1

Sand Volleyball Court

Full-size sand volleyball court with 10’ runout and commercial grade net
near a picnic shelter

1

Turf hill at 4:1 slope and 50' runout area with minimum 15' vertical.
Footprint +/- 125’ x 100.

8

Tier 1 (2 Points Minimum)

Tier 2 (5 Points Minimum)
Sledding Hill
TOTAL

10 Points
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NP.3. Prototypical Park Concepts. To
provide better guidance for new
Neighborhood Parks, concept plans
with annotations that call out key
features were developed for the POST
Master Plan Update. The goal is to
illustrate how the Baseline Amenities
could be arrayed within a 5-acre
prototypical park site. Two park design
styles were developed but the Town

Figure 9: Standard Park: Prototypical Park Concept
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recognizes that there are a wide range
of potential styles and concepts.
a. Standard Park – The first concept
shows a “Standard” neighborhood
park that is predominately irrigated
turf grass lawn with minimal shrub
beds and the Baseline Amenities
supporting an open turf area that
is suitable for neighborhood team

practices and pickup field sports.
In this concept, the park’s margins
are shown in low water use dryland/
native grasses to reduce water
use. Nearly all the existing parks
in Frederick fall into the “Standard
Park” category. The illustrative
graphic for the Standard Park is
displayed in Figure 9.

b. Naturalized Park – The second
concept illustrates a more naturalized
park. A “Naturalized Park” design
minimizes irrigated turf/sod and
maximizes dryland or native grass
seeding to conserve water resources,
incorporates shrub beds and
gardens, includes amenities that
are in keeping with the naturalized

Figure 10: Naturalized Park: Prototypical Park Concept

C H A P T E R 5 : R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S

69

landscape theme, and offers more
tree cover than a Standard Park as
a Baseline Amenity. The illustrative
graphic for the Naturalized Park is
displayed in Figure 10. Because the
overall cost to develop a naturalized
park that is predominantly dryland
grasses is less than the bluegrass
sod in the standard approach, the
Naturalized Park should include
more amenities to make the
development cost for the two
concepts approximately equal.
c. The two concept plans illustrate the
Standard and Naturalized Park styles
with Baseline Amenities per the LUC.
In addition, Diversity Amenities are
shown in each illustrative graphic and
identified by text boxes framed by
boarders.
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NP.4. Prioritizing Park Space in New
Development. As Neighborhood Parks
are planned to serve new residential
development, several factors should be
considered and evaluated during the
planning process:
a. New parks should be designed
to satisfy the greater Frederick
community and the needs of the
adjacent neighborhoods, not just the
residents of the new development.
b. Park types should be determined
by the needs of the area and
the requirements of the LUC.
Neighborhood Parks are encouraged
for all but high-density residential
zones where Pocket Parks may be
constructed.

c. This 2020 Master Plan and the
Proposed Major Park Improvements
and Park Access maps should be
referenced to identify underserved
neighborhoods. This may influence
the location(s) of new parks within
development areas.
d. The Town needs to be prepared to
work with developers to achieve
overall community goals for its park
designs, e.g. implementing elements
that improve park diversity such as
innovative playgrounds or interactive
art features.
NP.5. Park Search Areas. Two search areas
were defined as shown on Map 5.
These park search areas resulted
from the parks access analysis (Map
3) and locations of existing parks
and amenities, both Town-owned
and otherwise. As new subdivisions
are developed, it will be essential for

these search areas to each contain a
neighborhood park (at minimum) with
all required Baseline Amenities and
additional Diversity Amenities that
satisfy the Tier 1 and Tier 2 exercise
outlined above. As new development
occurs around each park search area,
the Town and developers must keep in
mind the LUC standard of a 1/3-mile
access area radius for neighborhood
parks and strategically place the new
parks where they will serve as many
people as possible within that radius in
both new and existing neighborhoods.
This may result in a park being
developed at the edge of a new
subdivision, rather than the traditional
method of a centrally-located park,
in order to provide park access to as
many residents as possible in both
the new development and adjacent
neighborhoods.
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MAP 5: PROPOSED MAJOR
PARK IMPROVEMENTS
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Open Space Recommendations
Preserving open space has been a long-standing community priority for the
residents of Frederick. The Town’s voters showed their support for this priority in
1999 by approving the 0.5 cent sales tax that funds the Open Space Fund, after
which the Town initiated the 2010 POST Master Plan. Since the completion of the
2010 POST Master Plan, Frederick’s open space inventory has continued to grow
with each new development and, most notably, with the purchase of the 183-acre
Mendoza Open Space Property.
Section 2.7. General Provisions for Open

recommendations are carried forward to the

Space of the LUC contains the standards and

2020 POST Master Plan Update, Section 6.5

principles that guide the development of

Recommendations for Open Space has been

open space in Frederick addressing design

included as an appendix to this document

intent, minimum requirements, ownership and

(See Appendix F). A brief overview of the

maintenance, and the required open space

2010 Open Space recommendations includes:

for each development type. Open space
within the Town and in new development is
functioning as intended and therefore, other
than diligently enforcing the LUC standards
and principles, no changes are recommended
for the open space sections of the LUC.
The recommendations included in Section
6.5 and 8.3 of the 2010 POST Master
Plan are still valid today. So that the 2010
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OS.1. The Preservation Tools described
in Section 6.5 of the 2010 POST
Master Plan are still valid options for
acquiring open space. Determining
how the current tax laws will impact
the application of a particular tool is
a necessary step. Working with legal
counsel or a consultant with specialized
expertise in real estate acquisition,
tax credits and tax law will help Town
staff in planning future open space
purchases.

OS.2. The remaining subsections of 6.5
from the 2010 Master Plan (6.5.3 Process for Preserving Open Space
and 6.5.1 - Open Space Management
Responsibilities) contain checklists
and actions Town staff can use when
evaluating and managing open parcels.
OS.3. The Open Space Priorities from the
2010 POST Master Plan (Section 8.3) are
updated below:
a. Since the Town does not have an
Open Space Department, current
Town staff will continue to plan,
manage and maintain the Townowned open space for the near-term.
b. As the open space system grows,
the Town may want to consider
creating an open space (and parks?)
planner position within Community

Development (a short or mid-term
need). The open space planner could
establish standards for open space
improvements and maintenance,
identify parcels that should be
targeted for preservation, and work
with legal counsel or an open space
acquisition consultant to purchase
open space.
c. At some point the open space
system may be large enough that
the open space management and
maintenance duties expand to a
point where the Town needs to
create an Open Space Department
which would be responsible for open
space acquisition, management,
and maintenance. Until such time,
open space management and
maintenance should continue to be
the responsibility of Public Works.
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Trail Recommendations
The 2010 POST Master Plan established a proposed trail system including
concrete and natural surface trails, trailheads, and under-crossings as illustrated
in the Recommended Trails Map (Appendix G). The proposed trails system,
shown on Map 6, resulted from collaboration with Frederick Public Works, the
POST Commission, the Board of Trustees, and the public. While establishing
an east-to-west, cross-Town connection should be the top priority for trail
development, completing missing links, and constructing trails in tandem with
new development should be prioritized as opportunities arise.
While all proposed trails from the 2010

PRIORITY CORRIDORS

POST Master Plan are recommended in this

The recommended Trail (T) Priority Corridors

Plan, major trails are prioritized. Additional

below are divided into two categories: Top

segments were added to complete priority

Priority Corridors and Secondary Priority

corridors defined in this 2020 POST Master

Corridors. Top Priority Corridors should be

Plan and the Frederick Transportation Master

constructed as soon as possible, establishing

Plan (TMP). Priority Corridors are the most

east-to-west connections and connecting

essential thoroughfares for pedestrians and

missing links. Second Priority Corridors

bicycles through the Town. As the Priority

should be constructed in lieu of east-to-west

Corridors are completed, they will provide key

Top Priority Corridors or as opportunities

connections for current and future residents,

arise – for example, if a neighborhood

establish a grid framework for the remaining

development project is underway and aligns

proposed trails, and foster new development

with a Secondary Priority Corridor alignment,

opportunities along each thoroughfare.

the Town should work with that developer to

Note: This section outlines new trail
recommendations. Trail standards can be
found in Appendix G.

construct a trail connection within or adjacent

Top Priority Corridors

T.1.

to the property. Secondary Priority Corridors
can be built with this segmented, project-byproject approach first, and the Town can fill in
the remaining gaps to complete the corridor.
All Priority Corridor development should
align with the goals and recommendations
in the TMP. See Map 6 for the graphic
representation of each Priority Corridor as well
as additional trail alignments, all of which align
with the recommendations included in the

T.2.

Bella Rosa Parkway from Legacy
Trail to Boulder Creek Trail. Connect
the existing segmented trails on the
north side of Bella Rosa Parkway to
create a continuous pedestrian and
bicycle path from Colorado Boulevard
to Aggregate Boulevard. Continue the
connection west to Boulder Creek via
irrigation ditches. Provide an enhanced
trail crossing from the Legacy Trail
across Colorado Boulevard at Bella
Rosa Parkway. Conduct a feasibility
study to expand the Bella Rosa Parkway
underpass under I-25 to accommodate
a trail adjacent to the roadway. The
TMP identifies the preferred bikeway for
this corridor as a Separated Bikeway or
Shared Use Path.
Boulder Creek Trail (South). Phase 1
of the Boulder Creek Trail effort (see
T10 for Phase 2) from Mineral Road /
Highway 52 north to Bella Rosa Parkway,
connecting to the T1 corridor. Conduct
a feasibility and environmental impact
study to locate the trail along the creek
corridor. The Boulder Creek trail would
serve as a regional connection to the
adjacent communities including Erie
and Longmont.

T.3.

Highway 52 Trail. A trail should be
constructed on the north side of
Highway 52. The Town should work
with developers with ongoing projects
along the corridor to construct trail
segments on their property. Continue
collaboration with CDOT to construct
a trail crossing at the Highway 52 and
I-25 intersection. Either a shared-use
path or a pedestrian trail (8’ minimum,
10’ preferred) and bicycle lane (buffered
preferred) should be considered for
this corridor. The Highway 52 trail
would serve as a regional connection
to Firestone, Dacono, Longmont, Erie,
Niwot, and Boulder.

T.4.

Aggregate Boulevard from Wyndham
Hill to Wildflower / Country
Meadows Farm Neighborhoods.
Connection from existing trails in
Wyndham Hill neighborhood north
to Country Meadows Farm and the
T.9. corridor. The TMP identifies the
preferred bikeway along Aggregate
Boulevard to be a shared-use path or
separated bike lane. If a separated
bike lane is added, it should be
accompanied by an off-street
pedestrian trail connection.

adopted TMP.
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Second Priority Corridors
preferred bikeway along Aggregate
Boulevard as a separated bike lane
or a shared-use path. If a dedicated
bike lane is constructed, an additional
pedestrian trail is also required along
this corridor. Off-street trail segments
should be required as a part of new
development plans along this corridor
as they occur. This corridor will be a
key connection for residents living in
Frederick on the west side of I-25.
T.5.

T.6.
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Downtown – Wyndham Hill
Connection. Trail connection begins
where Fifth Street (Downtown Frederick)
meets Colorado Boulevard and runs
south of Frederick High School, along
Tipple Parkway, jogs south to cross
I-25 at the ideal crossing location and
continues west to the Wyndham Hills
trails. Connect to the existing Legacy
Trail on the east end and Wyndham
Hill neighborhood trail on the west.
This corridor requires a pedestrian
and bicycle crossing under I-25.
Frederick should work with CDOT on
the feasibility of a trail underpass. The
TMP recommends the Tipple Parkway
bikeway be a separated bike lane or a
shared-use path.
Canal Connection from Highway
52 to Bella Rosa Parkway. Connect
open space segments that run northsouth through central Frederick with a
shared-use trail. Potential to construct
a trail in two phases; Phase 1: Highway
52 to Godding Hollow Parkway, Phase
2: Godding Hollow Parkway to Bella
Rosa Parkway. Town should conduct a
feasibility study to determine which side
of the canal (east or west) would better
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suit the trail corridor. The Town will
need to negotiate or hold discussions
with property owners and the ditch
company to construct this trail corridor.
T.7.

T.8.

Ridgeway Boulevard. This trail should
run along the east side of Ridgeway
Boulevard from Highway 52 north to
McClure Avenue, extending the newly
constructed trail segment along the
roadway. This connection should be a
wide shared-use paved pathway at 8’
minimum width.

T.9.

Aggregate Boulevard through
Mendoza Open Space from Highway
52 to State Highway 119. Construct
a new trail on either or both sides
of Aggregate Boulevard from State
Highway 119 to the Wildflower /
Country Meadows Farm neighborhood,
meandering through Mendoza Open
Space southward and terminating at
Highway 52. The TMP identifies the

Frederick Way. This trail should run
along the west side of Frederick Way
from Highway 52 north to McClure
Avenue. Town should replace the
existing crushed stone surfacing trail
north of Fifth Street with a paved
shared-use path. Town should fill gaps
in existing trail segments between Fifth
Street and Highway 52, and expand
existing sidewalks where necessary
to provide a continuous width for the
shared-use path.

T.10. Boulder Creek Trail (North). Phase 2
of the Boulder Creek Trail effort (see
T2 for Phase 1) from County Road 5
north to State Highway 119. Conduct
a feasibility and environmental impact
study to locate the trail along the creek
corridor. The Boulder Creek trail would
serve as a regional connection to the
adjacent communities including Erie
and Longmont.
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Supporting Systems
The following recommendations
apply to Frederick’s park system as
a whole. These Supporting Systems
(SS) recommendations describe
characteristics that are desirable for
Frederick’s parks but are difficult to
codify in the Land Use Code. They
should be used as goals for the Town
and new development when planning
to improve existing parks or designing
and constructing new parks.
SS.1. Maintenance. One of the consistent
themes heard during the public
outreach process was “Let’s take
care of what we have.” This is a
clear expression of the importance
the residents of Frederick place
on maintenance of its park system.
Maintaining the Town’s parks, trails,
and open space at a high level is an
on-going challenge that requires
careful planning at all levels of Town
government. Chapter 6 of the POST
Master Plan Update addresses the
Town’s maintenance approach in detail.
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Maintenance must be carefully
considered as each new park is
designed. Best practices include:
a. Landscape materials such as shrub
bed mulch, shrub bed edging, weed
control fabric, turf and native grass
varieties, etc. should be approved
by the Town to reduce long-term
maintenance costs.
b. Plant materials need to be selected
and grouped by water requirements
for reduced water consumption.
c. Irrigation equipment and systems
should be designed to current best
practices for reducing water usage
and on-going maintenance.
d. Plan maintenance access for mowers
and maintenance trucks (e.g.
provide a 15’ radius at each concrete
sidewalk intersection).
e. Simple details such as providing
mow strips for fencing and avoiding
tight angles where turf and shrub
beds meet should be incorporated in
each new park.

SS.2. Recreational Equity. One of the key
objectives of the 2010 POST Master
Plan was to create equitable (not
necessarily equal) recreational resources
for each of the Town’s neighborhoods.
For example, in neighborhoods where
the developer did not construct or finish
a park, the Town should continue to
work toward that goal. In some cases, a
park may be needed in a neighborhood
that is essentially built-out with little
or no land available for creating a new
park. In these instances, equity might
be achieved in other ways, such as
enhancing a school ground to serve as
a neighborhood park, or by providing
other kinds of recreation amenities such
as an urban plaza with shaded sitting
areas, or by providing a small climbing
sculpture in conjunction with a trail
head.
SS.3. Nature Integration. There is a trend
in park, trail, and open space design
toward nature-based recreation and
naturalized landscapes. This connects
users with natural systems and, when
designed properly, is compatible with

the semi-arid climate of the Front
Range. It is also consistent with input
received from Frederick’s residents.
a. Create opportunities for residents
and visitors to connect with nature,
both physically and visually,
protection or integration of native
plants, protection or introduction
of urban wildlife corridors, and
protection and access to natural
areas and open space.
b. Restore areas with low visibility,
low levels of foot traffic, and high
potential for ecological function to
native, drought tolerant plantings.
c. Add natural plantings and tree
canopy throughout the POST System
d. Provide naturalized landscapes along
trail corridors.
e. Identify and create pollinator
corridors through plantings and
expansion of existing pollinator
patches in trail corridors, street
medians and rights-of-way to assist
pollinator migration, particularly
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where corridors connect key park
and open space sites.
f. Provide nature parks to emphasize
natural features.
SS.4. Play for All Ages. The goal for each
new and existing park should be to
provide a play event, recreation amenity
or gathering space for each age group
-- even the difficult-to-reach teenage
demographic. Parks in Frederick should
be designed to meet the recreation
needs of all age groups by including
amenities such as exercise equipment
for adults, shaded seating areas
for seniors to gather and chat, and
installing challenging play equipment
for older youth.
The Town should also consider
adopting a regular review of existing
parks (+/- every 5 years) to determine
if changes in the neighborhood’s
demographics point toward revising
the recreation amenity package. These
reviews could be accompanied by a
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neighborhood meeting to solicit input.
Often simple, cost-effective changes
are all that’s required.
SS.5. Walkability, Accessibility, and
Wayfinding. The trail system in Fredrick
is well used and well loved. Building
trails and improving connectivity is
consistently at the top of desired
facilities when random opinion surveys
are completed for park master plans
and the comments received during
public outreach for this Plan. Expanding
the Town’s trail system and constructing
critical trail connections such as the
recently completed Safe Routes to
School trail south of Carriage Hills Park
should be high priorities for the Town.
a. Prioritize and implement barrier
removal in conjunction with all park
and facility renovation projects.
b. Create a coordinated, system wide
park and trail signage/wayfinding
system, adding trail mile markers
and signage and replacing park
and trail signage where needed

for consistency, visibility and
functionality. Incorporate Frederick's
branding into the signage.
c. Ensure that parks have clear
connections and/or points of entry
for bicyclists and pedestrians as the
trail system is developed.
SS.6. Art and Placemaking. Public art can
help establish a community’s brand
and celebrate its heritage. Frederick’s
Art in Public Places program has used
art to highlight the Town’s right of
ways and entry points, which have
made Frederick stand out from other
Front Range communities. In addition,
the Chainsaws and Chuckwagons
event has resulted in whimsical log
sculptures being placed throughout
the community. Extending art into the
Town’s parks and open space and along
its trails is a natural extension of the
Town’s Art in Public Places program.
SS.7. Water-Wise Solutions. Conserving
water resources is important for every
community especially in a state such

as Colorado where water rights are
expensive and often in short supply.
In response to this goal, the Town is
in the process of working with a water
resource consultant to update its list of
approved plants to include native and
low water use plant species. As noted in
Chapter 6 and SS.1 above, conserving
water needs to be integrated in the
design of all future parks.
It is not necessary for public parks to
be covered in high-water use Kentucky
Bluegrass from edge to edge. Bluegrass
is the best treatment for park areas
that will be used for active recreation
or where heavy foot traffic is expected.
The margins of the parks can be
planted in dryland/native grasses that
are irrigated during the establishment
period. Once dryland/native grasses
are established they will out compete
weeds and irrigation can be reduced
and often turned off. It is worth noting
that permanent drip irrigation will need
to be provided for all shrubs and trees
in dryland/native grass areas.
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