Overview
Parks, open space, and trails are vital to Frederick’s
community identity and livability. Its numerous
parks provide safe places for children and families
to play, exercise, connect, and relax. Open space
and trail amenities provide natural relief and
connectivity throughout the Town of Frederick.
As such, the Parks, Open Space, and Trails (POST)
Master Plan is intended to steward and support
system-wide policies and improvements to enhance
the community’s quality of life and ensure that the
Town and its residents will continue to thrive. This
chapter introduces the POST Master Plan by defining
its purpose, explaining the planning and community
engagement process, identifying the planning
area, and describing the Plan’s organization.

Purpose of the
POST Plan

Planning and Community
Engagement Process

Planning Area

The Town of Frederick’s update to the POST

The POST Master Plan update was guided

within Weld County and is currently about 15.8 square miles. Incorporated in 1907, the Town

Master Plan identifies the recreation needs

through a multi-phase planning process that

operates under a board-manager form of government and is governed by six trustees and a

of today’s residents, anticipates those of

obtained input from community members,

mayor. It shares borders with the communities of Firestone and Dacono and its Planning Area1

tomorrow, and provides a framework for

Town staff, and other leaders who are

includes Weld County enclaves (see Figure 2). Its topography gently slopes eastward towards

creating a vibrant system of parks, open

committed to improving and expanding

Boulder Creek. The Planning Area is characteristically suburban and rural, giving the Town a

space, and trails over the next ten years.

Frederick’s parks, recreation experiences, and

picturesque backdrop to an attractive park, open space, and trail system.

Guided by previously adopted plans, including

preservation efforts. The process, summarized

the 2015 Comprehensive Plan, this updated

in Figure 1, lasted approximately 9 months

POST Master Plan will establish a community

(April 2020 – December 2020) and resulted in

vision, develop a strategy to manage existing

the adoption of the updated Master Plan for

assets, and identify new opportunities for

the future.

Located along the Colorado Front Range north of Denver, the Town of Frederick lies entirely

Figure 2: Frederick Vicinity

recreation, conservation, and trail connectivity
that are consistent with community needs and
projected future growth.

Figure 1: Planning Process

1
The Frederick Planning Area boundary includes areas beyond the existing municipal boundary that will be
considered for future annexation and development. At approximately 26 square miles, the planning area extends
beyond current boundaries west to Boulder Creek near the City of Longmont and Town of Erie, and east towards
the City of Fort Lupton. The Town’s northern and southern boundaries are largely defined by existing, adjacent
borders with Firestone and Dacono.
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Plan Organization

Master Plan Integration:

People and businesses are locating in Frederick in part for its quality of life offerings. While

The Master Plan is a guiding document

attractive and valued by residents, Frederick’s park, open space, and trail assets have been

that will provide direction over the next ten

The Master Plan is consistent with and
incorporates findings from the following
documents:

tested in recent years as the Town’s population increases. Located in one of the fastest growing

years. In addition to this chapter (Chapter 1:

counties in the nation, Frederick is expected to morph from a small front range community of

Overview), the remainder of this document is

14,384 2 people into a large suburban town. Moreover, the Planning Area’s projected buildout

organized as follows:

population is estimated at 64,865 3. With the population expected to more than double over
the next 20 years, Frederick’s parks, open space, and trails will be challenged to keep pace with
continued growth.

•
•
•

Frederick Comprehensive Plan (2015)
Frederick Transportation Master Plan
(2020)
Colorado’s Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (2019)

Chapter 2: Frederick POST System provides
a description of the existing POST system

Appendix A: Park, Open Space, and Trail

and an overview of the service area, park

Inventories summarizes and classifies existing

classifications and inventory.

POST data.

Chapter 3: Community Needs and Vision

Appendix B: POST Observations

highlights community priorities and needs

summarizes detailed POST system

that helped form the vision, values, and goals

observations.

and defined the level of service desired by the
community.

Appendix C: Community Input provides
detailed results of the community outreach

Chapter 4: Systemwide Goals and Policies

efforts.

discusses policy directions tied to each Master
Plan goal.

Appendix D: Trail Gap Analysis assesses
trails per Frederick’s residential areas.

Chapter 5: Recommendations provides an
overview of recommendations to enhance and
develop new and existing parks, open spaces,
and trails.

Appendix E: Baseline and Diversity
Amenities provides detailed summary tables
of standard and diverse park elements for
Frederick parks.

Chapter 6: Maintaining the POST System
summarizes current and future approaches to
POST maintenance by assessing Frederick’s
system and comparing it to neighboring
communities.
Chapter 7: Implementation Plan presents an
2

Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

3
Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; developed using available zoning,
land use, platted, and annexed data; based on average 2.99 people per single-family dwelling.

action plan for priority projects, summarizes

Appendix F: Open Space Recommendations
details the recommendations from the 2010
POST Master Plan.
Appendix G: Trails Recommendations
details the recommendations from the 2010
POST Master Plan.

capital costs, provides neighborhood park
and trail standards, and proposes funding
strategies.
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